
Preparing to Transition 
to District 87

Inspire… Empower… Succeed…

Welcome Class of 2024!



Placement Process

✦ Freshman Course Selections are 
based upon:

✦ PSAT 8/9 Scores

✦ MAP Scores
✦ Sending School’s 

Recommendations
✦ Student’s / Parent’s Requests



PSAT 8/9 Test

✦ Subjects tested include:

✦ Reading/Writing and Language
✦ Mathematics

✦ 2 hours 45 minutes of testing time, additional time for 
administration and breaks



Quick Facts - PSAT 8/9

✦ Most questions are M/C based on passages
✦ Some questions are accompanied by informational 

graphics
✦ Prior topic knowledge is never tested on Reading 

and Writing tests
✦ Math = M/C + grid - ins, asks you to come up with 

the answer -rather than select the answer
✦ No penalty for guessing
✦ Can connect your College Board account to a Khan 

Academy account  to get personalized prep

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xwu-m4BmYAPRp9U_o8glnOVn0aOKJgMPssocw4Fwl94/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xwu-m4BmYAPRp9U_o8glnOVn0aOKJgMPssocw4Fwl94/edit?usp=sharing


How to Prepare - PSAT 
8/9

✦ Short Term:
✦ Good Night Sleep
✦ Eat a good breakfast
✦ Bring #2 pencils

✦ Long Term:
✦ Take challenging courses
✦ Ask and answer a lot of questions
✦ Be Prepared for your classes



SAT Score Ranges

✦ Score Ranges

✦ PSAT 8/9 - 240-1440
✦ PSAT 10 & PSAT NMSQT - 320-1520
✦ SAT - 400-1600

✦ College Readiness Benchmarks (8th Grade)
✦ Reading and Writing - 390
✦ Math - 430



PSAT 8/9 Score Report



Next Steps



Graduation 
Requirements

✦ 3.5 credits of English

✦ 0.5 credit of Speech

✦ 0.5 credit of U.S. Govt

✦ 1.5 credit of Social Studies

✦ 1.0 credit of U.S. History

✦ 3.0 credits of Mathematics

✦ 3.0 credits of Science

✦ 0.5 credit of Cultural 
Education

✦ 0.5 credit of Applied Arts

✦ 0.5 credit of Health 

✦ 0.5 credit of Consumer Ed

✦ 3.0 credits of Physical Ed

✦ 4.5 credits of Electives

✦ .5 credit of Drivers Ed

✦ 23.0 Total Credits



Goal Setting

✦ Parents and Students will meet with a 
West School Counselor to complete 
Freshman Course Selection

✦ During the Freshman Year - Students 
will meet with a School Counselor to 
develop a plan of future courses to be 
completed during high school and set 
a goal to work towards



Freshman Course Load
✦ Eight Period Day - 48 minute periods

✦ English 
✦ Algebra (or higher)
✦ Social Studies - World History
✦ Science - Biology 
✦ PE / Health (1 semester each)
✦ Elective(eg-Wld Lang), Study Hall, or 

support
✦ Elective(eg-Music), Study Hall, or support
✦ Lunch



Academic Interventions
✦ Students who enter below grade level 

in reading and/or mathematics may be 
recommended for:

✦ Reading Support
✦ Academic Strategies
✦ Extended English

✦ Mathematics Support
✦ (Algebra 1 + Assistance)



Summer School
✦ Bridge Courses

✦ Algebra Bridge

✦ Integrated Algebra/Geometry Bridge

✦ Biology Bridge
✦ Jumpstart to Geometry
✦ Credit Bearing Coursework

✦ Tech Essentials, Speech



Key Dates

✦ PSAT 8/9 Test @ Hadley
✦ October 19 (Saturday)   

✦  December:
✦ Receive course recommendations & 

enrollment packet in US Mail

✦ Parent Night
✦ January 14 @ 6:30, West 

✦ 8th Grade Registration
✦ January 18 & 22



Tips About High School
1.  If you don’t know - ask
2. You are about to be flooded with 

information - read it
3. Our Mantra:  Choose the most rigorous 

coursework for your child that they can be 
successful in without being overwhelmed

4. Register for summer school
5. Get involved with a sport or activity
6. Build positive work habits now



Questions and Answers

✦ Please feel free to ask any questions at this 
time.


