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From Our Principal Shannon Walston-Cross 

 
Abraham Lincoln Mission Statement: 

We are a group of children and adults who work together, grow together, and most of all, learn together. 
Abraham Lincoln Vision Statement: 

Abraham Lincoln School – where children enjoy using their minds, working together, and helping each other grow. 

 
Dear Lincoln Families and Friends, 

It seems like only yesterday, the Lincoln staff was excited, anxious and enthusiastically 
welcoming you all to the 2008-2009 school year. My how time flies when you are 
having fun! 

May is always a busy, exciting and bittersweet month in the schools. Not only are we 
finishing the school year, we are planning and preparing for the upcoming school year.  
One of my most important jobs as a principal is to hire the finest staff for our students.  
We have been busy screening and will soon begin interviewing for new teachers. We 
will share this information with you as it becomes available and “official”. 

Open House: April 30th 

I hope to so you all at our open house on April 30th. Open house is a wonderful 
opportunity for us all to come together and see exactly how much our students shine!  

Dates, dates and more dates! 

April and May are very busy months in the schools.  Here are some of the events 
happening at Lincoln School: 

 April 30: Regular student attendance day (formerly an Institute Day) 
 April 30: Lincoln School Open House 6:30-8 p.m. 
 April 30: 3rd grade Music Performance 7 p.m. New Gym. 
 May 1:  Regular student attendance day (formerly an Institute Day). 
 May 2: Abraham Lincoln School, Kane County Cougar Baseball Day! 
 May 14th – 7-8 p.m. Kindergarten Round-up A,B, C Adventure! 
 May 17th – Kane County Cougar’s Game 
 May 25th – No School – Memorial Day 
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Dates, dates and more dates! 

 June 5th – Olympic Day at Lincoln! 
 June 8th- 3rd Grade end of year Picnic 
 June 9th: Kindergarten, 2nd grade end of year Picnic. 
 June 10: Last day of school for Kindergarten and ECSE students. 
 June 10th: 1st grade, 4th grade end of year picnic. 
 June 10th: 5th Grade Graduation 10 a.m. New Gym, Picnic to follow 
 June 11: SIP Day and last day of school for students with a noon dismissal. 
  
Abraham Lincoln teacher an author! 

I am so excited to share with you all that our very own fifth grade teacher Patti Harte-
Naus has recently written a book titled "Belden Boy: the adventures of Peter McDugal ". 
It is a historical fiction for students in grades two to five and is an absolutely wonderful 
book and a must read as you take a journey and visit Peter McDugal, a young boy who 
lived in the late 1800s in the Galena Territory. Peter’s adventures happen in and 
around a one-room rock schoolhouse named Belden.  It’s more than a school. It’s a 
friend to Peter, tucked in the hills of the Mississippi River Valley area. It holds the 
people of the community together through good times and bad.  Ms. Harte-Naus 
became interested in the abandoned schoolhouse, and her research into it led her to 
some early journals and diaries, and interviews with some of the very last students in 
the school. Eventually, the work sparked a restoration effort for the Belden School, 
which will open as a museum in September.  

Ms. Harte-Naus will do a book talk and signing at The Book Store, 475 Main St. in 
downtown Glen Ellyn on Sunday, May 17 at 1 p.m.  Proceeds from book sales all go 
toward the museum.  Please bring your child to the book signing and help support the 
book and museum.  

We are grateful and thank you, thank you, thank you to…Lincoln PTA: As the year ends, 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our PTA Executive Board: Michon Andreasik, 
Carrie Skelton, Heidi McTaggert and Linda Fanning. They have been a pleasure to work 
with and have worked to meaningfully enrich the lives of our students here at Lincoln. 
As I sit down to write this Lincoln Log submission, I am realizing that it is the last one of 
the 2008-2009 school year. This particularly saddens me as I realize that our PTA 
president Michon Andreasik will be moving on to Ben Franklin and Hadley after calling 
and making Lincoln home for the past 6 years. She and the entire PTA executive board 
have been amazing to work alongside. We will miss you Michon, but Hadley and Ben 
Franklin are in for a real treat! Thank you and the PTA executive board for all of your 
time, dedication, creativity and work on behalf of our families, staff and most 
importantly our students.   
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5th grade families and those bidding us farewell: 

I would also like to extend a wealth of appreciation to our fifth grade parents and 
families who will soon be bidding us farewell. For many years, you have called Lincoln 
home. You have made endless contributions to our Lincoln Community and for that we 
thank you. Please know that you will always remain here with us at Lincoln and will 
forever hold a special place in our hearts.  We wish you well and hope that you will 
come back and visit us again soon.   

Our Parent volunteers: 

Thank you also to the hundreds of parent volunteers who have helped out over the 
course of the school year.  We appreciate the many hours of service you have given 
to the students of Lincoln School. Without you, Lincoln just wouldn’t be the same!   

In conclusion and on behalf of the entire staff here at Abraham Lincoln School, thank 
you all for helping Lincoln be a great place to learn, grow and achieve. A strong 
partnership amongst parents, staff, children and the community is vitally important 
and we thank you for helping us foster this partnership by attending school functions 
and monitoring your child’s educational progress throughout this school year.   

We further appreciate you taking the time and helping to foster open, honest and 
ongoing communication throughout this school year. As we wrap up the year and 
begin anew, please let us know how we can best support you as we work together as 
true collaborative partners for our kids, if we don’t know, we can’t help! Finally, we 
encourage all Lincoln families to join the PTA and volunteer to work alongside us in 
some capacity during the 2009-2010 school year.  Together we CAN make a 
difference.  

We hope you enjoy your summer and we will see you at Meet and Greet on Tuesday, 
August 25th from 2:30-3:30. School pictures will also be taken on this day from 2:30-5:00. 
Have a safe, happy and relaxing summer!  

Ms. Shannon Cross  

Prinicpal  
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 realized today that I must write my last letter as Lincoln’s PTA president. I’m honestly fighting back 
the tears as I realize this is my last year at Lincoln. My family has spent six glorious years at Lincoln 
– the last two having been spent as president of the PTA. I could not have asked for a better 

elementary experience than at Abraham Lincoln.  
 
I have to begin by thanking my cohorts the past two years, Carrie Skelton and Linda Fanning, and this 
past year Heidi McTaggart. What fabulous women they are. I could not have done this job without their 
help. It has also been a great pleasure to work closely with Ms. Cross, Mr. Chesterton, Mrs. Chinnici, 
Mrs. Kelly and the faculty members of our PTA Planning Committee whose support of our PTA efforts 
and interest in the well-being and education of our kids is a gift beyond value.    
 
It is also fabulous to know that we have a wonderfully gifted group of women ready, willing and 
extremely able to take over the reins for next year.  The PTA will continue under the leadership of Lee 
Fruit, Christine Graham, Gina Harrison and Rachael Flewelling, our 2009/2010 PTA officers, and 
thank them for stepping up to lead our PTA into new directions.  
 
There have been many conversations lately on how the PTA can better communicate and educate the 
Lincoln community on what the PTA does for our children’s lives. Many have commented that the 
parents don’t understand what the PTA is or they are intimidated by the process. They get a flyer home, 
read a Sunday night eBlast or read the Lincoln Log and are still confused about what it is we do.  
 
Did you know that every assembly this year including the Native American event in the fall was 
organized by the Cultural Arts Committee and paid for by the PTA? 
 
Did you know that a volunteer gathers the information and creates the Lincoln Listings (school 
directory) and the PTA pays for the production of the directory? 
 
Did you know that all Math Nights and Literacy Nights are funded by the PTA? 
  
And these are just a few of the PTA committees. Have you ever looked in the front of the Lincoln Listings 
and seen the list of 60-plus PTA committees and the names of the volunteers in charge of these 
committees? Many of the names appear over and over. The people all started just like everyone else – 
new to the school - whether they were a new kindergarten parent or transplant into Lincoln. The PTA is 
pretty simple but needs a backbone of committed volunteers to enrich the lives of our children. If you 
don’t have the time to chair an activity then simply donate some of your time next year. Give a couple of 
hours at Fun Fair, make brownies for the Bake Sale or spend an evening making flubber at Science Night. 
More importantly, take the time to participate in and enjoy all the activities and events PTA has to offer. 
 
PTA volunteers are still needed for next year: Please contact me if you are interested in any of the 
following committees where leadership is still needed for the 2009/10 school year: Artsonia, Cultural Arts 
Co-Chair, 5th Grade Drama Club Chair, Fitness Night, Fundraising, High Interest Day, Hot Lunch, 
Kindergarten Open House, Legislation, Library, Lincoln Listings (Directory), Math Night, Publicity, TV 
Free Week, Yearbook Co-Chair. Please consider chairing a committee or serving as a co-chair. 

I 
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I urge you to become educated and committed to the PTA next year. The PTA strives to enrich our 
children’s lives through our community, the Lincoln community. Good bye and thank you for allowing 
me to lead our PTA these past two years. I will miss Lincoln immensely.  
 

April Happenings and Appreciation 
Our “Thank Yous” this month go out to Karen Evans, Ann Martenson and our volunteer cooks for 
another delicious Teacher/Staff luncheon, Stacy Sarley for organizing a fun Book Swap, Ms. White for 
our second Literacy Night of the year for K-2; and Lisa Tylke, Julie Stachkowiak and their team of 5th 
grade parent volunteers for organizing the terrific Tea!  Thank you as well to Christine Derry, Karen 
Chism and Mary Morgan for organizing the Open House Bake Sale, Susie Haford for our April Chicks 
N Salsa and Chili’s Nights and our Dairy Queen Week and to Stacy Sarley for another great Market Day! 
Hats off to Tom Vervaet, Mr. Bower and Miss Marcus for organizing the Ozzie Reading Program. 
Thank you in advance to Kristin Trippel for the Kindergarten Open House, Jeanne Gould and Susan 
Daggett for the 5th Grade Mural, Cindy Glavin for the 5th Grade Pennants and Maureen Winans, 
Kathy Neumann, Susie Halford, Cheryl Tecson, Suzanne Elger and Lisa Fagan for Olympic Day. 
 
My last thank yous are for those women who have worked all year round and mostly behind the scenes.  
Christine Hryhorysak – Artsonia  Yearbook – Marylin Speizman and Carrie Skelton    
Karen Tolman – Birthday Board  Special Education Resource Committee – Renie Atchison 
Lisa Tyke – Student Ambassadors  Suzanne Elger and Karen Evans – Community Outreach 
Sue Dedmond – Courtyard Flowers  Joyce Hetzel – Cultural Arts and Assemblies 
Jen Shaw and Susan Rossy – Great Books Kristin Trippel – Laguage Quest at Lunch 
Library – Rita Brosnan   Lend a Hand – Karen Evans 
Room Parents – Kim Prickett   Paula Schumacher – School Safety 
Lincoln Log Copying – Carolyn Howard Lost and Found – Christine Derry and Gretchan Maloney 
Cris Kalivas and Melissa Pauer – Labels for Education Boxtops 
School Supplies Program – Danice McGrath, Melissa Pauer and Maureen Lawrence 
 
Special thanks to Rachael Flewelling for our Sunday night eBlasts and maintaining our PTA website and 
Melissa Erickson for editing and publishing our very own Lincoln Log!   
 
Our End of the Year Volunteer Thank You Celebration is just around the corner.  Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, June 3, to celebrate at Heidi McTaggart’s home, 206 Newton. All volunteers are welcome, 
whether you were a committee chair, helped out at a classroom party and everything in between. It 
promises to be a fun night and an easy way to meet new people. Bring a friend!  
 
Looking Ahead: 
April 30th Bake Sale during Open House 
May 2nd – Kane County Cougar game for Ozzie Reading Program 
May 12th – Barones Night 
May 14th - Kindergarten Open House 
May 19th , PTA Meeting – 7 p.m. Lincoln LLC 
May 25th – Dairy Queen Week 
June 5th – Olympic Day 
June 11th – last day of school 
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Spring has finally sprung  
and so has learning fun!  
For the past month our Lincoln students have been participating in two 
library promotion activities.  The first was “Kids Read in the Wildest 
Places!”  Over Spring Break, we encouraged kids to have their pictures 
taken reading in the wildest places they could find. We have kids reading in 
fireplaces, on rooftops and in barn lofts. Stop by the library at Open House to view our full photo gallery 
of CRAZY places to read! 
 
On April 14, our early childhood through 2nd graders participated in a Reading ARTventure! The kids did 
a Reader’s Theater with Mr. Bower and the little ones acted out a story with Ms. Nehls. They drew a story 
with Miss Mock, Miss Shepherd and Mrs. Jakalski.  All of the kids seemed to also really enjoy the 
“Tuesday in the Park with Books” quiet reading station.  Inspired by George Serratt’s “Sunday in the 
Park,” we placed picnic blankets and picnic baskets all over the old gym.  We really hoped we could 
gather outside in the courtyard for our quiet reading station, but the weather was just a little too cold for 
that.   
 
The evening came to a close with a special presentation by Glen Ellyn author, Bob Raczka who shared 
famous paintings in new ways with the kids. Many, many, many thanks go out to all of the volunteers for 
the evening; all the people who donated their picnic gear, but most especially my partner in this venture 
Mrs. Peter who really helped to make this evening a huge success! 
 
Well, summer is almost here!  In preparation for summer, all library classes will be finished as of Friday, 
May 29.  All student books are due by May 29 as well! This early closing allows Mrs. Wyatt, our library 
volunteers and myself time to clean, put all the books in perfect shelf order and inventory our collection.  
 
I also will be sending out lost book bills in late May.  The Lincoln LLC’s policy is to mark student books 
“lost” throughout the year, but we do not collect money until the end of the year.  By waiting until the 
end of the year, this gives students a chance to continue to look for their lost books.  
 
Finally, happy birthdays and special thanks go out to the following students for their generous donations 
to the Lincoln Library:    
Birthday Book Club: 
Devin Hoovel Happy 7th Birthday! 
Will Schwegel Happy 7th Birthday! 
Kurtis Karg Happy 7th Birthday! 
Kurtis, Will and Devin had a birthday party in which all the boys brought a book to donate to the library – 
what a great idea!  The following boys donated these books in hour of Devin, Kurtis and Will’s birthday: 
Ben Atchinson, Ethan Falck, Cameron, Beale, Ben Meisenheimer, Aidan Cyzen, Aidan Murphy, Jack 
McNally, Tristan Springer, Jack Murphy, Jackson Rench      
Spring showers bring plenty of reading hours!  On those rainy days, read happy sunny books!  

Miss Cece White 
Lincoln Library Media Specialist 
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Character Counts & Student Ambassador Update 
 
The pillar for the month of April is trustworthiness.   
 

Trustworthiness is being honest and telling the truth.  Trustworthy 
people do what they say they will do.  They do what they know is right 
even if it is hard to do so.  A trustworthy person is a loyal friend.   
Teachers and staff have been working with students on these qualities in 
class this month. 
 

The Lincoln School Student Ambassador Teams have begun wrapping up their 
efforts with end of year actives.   
 
 The Leadership Team will provide a helping hand to Lincoln’s PTA by 

providing guided tours during this year’s Kindergarten Roundup and by 
serving as announcers during the Olympic Day activities.   

 
 The Environmental Ambassadors are creating environmentally friendly 

terrariums and completing their work on revitalizing Lincoln’s “back-of-the-
school” prairie by transplanting their new seedlings. 

 
 The Safety Team is continuing their work to promote safe behaviors around 

the school via their “You’ve been Spotted” program which rewards students 
who’ve been observed following the rules and making good, safe choices.   

 
The month of May will be a review of all the pillars for our students: 
responsibility, citizenship, respect, caring, fairness and trustworthiness. 
Teachers and staff will be reviewing all these traits with children.  Talk to your 
child about these traits and how they have demonstrated them at school 
throughout the year. 
 
Character Counts Chair 
Lisa Tylke 
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Noor Michael places 9th in state contest! 
Fifth grader Noor Michael, winner of the Lincoln School 
Geography Bee, won 9th place in the Illinois State Geography Bee 
at the Field Museum on April 3. He had a perfect score in the first 
round and competed on stage with the top 10 finalists. 
Congratulations Noor! 
 
In other news from Gifted classes: 
Third graders Blaise Bishop, Allie Farmer, Brian O’Leary and Kellyn Powers created 
an architectural structure with Mrs. McCaffrey’s math class that had 766 rectangles. The 
structure was then used for a school-wide estimation contest. 
 
Hundreds of students at Lincoln estimated how many rectangles there were in the 
structure. Making the contest even more fun, the PTA donated a prize for the winner. 
 

The top three guesses were: 
785 — Michael Hanson of Mrs. Harte-Naus fifth grade class, who won a 
Rubik’s Cube donated by the Lincoln PTA. 
800 — Johnny Halford of Mrs. Keller’s second grade class 
608 — Gus Kalivas of Mrs. Gerlach’s fourth grade class 
 

Nancy D. McCaffrey 
Lincoln School gifted specialist 

nmccaffr@d41.org, 630-534-7597 
 
 
 
THANK YOU ROOM PARENTS !!    

 
I would like to thank all of our room parents for your dedication 
and creative party planning this school year.  As hard as our 
children work, it is important for them to play, as well!  Please 
celebrate with us at the PTA Year-End Party on Wednesday, June 3 (your Evite to arrive shortly). 
  
Let me know if you have any suggestions or thoughts for next year.  Thanks again!   

Kim Prickett 
Room Parent chair,  

kprickett@wowway.com 
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Safety on two, four or more wheels 
Bikes and boards: According to the student handbook, students must obey 
the bicycle rules and regulations as well as all traffic rules or lose the 
privilege of bringing their bike to school. 
 
Loitering at the bike racks is prohibited and may result in loss of riding 
privileges. Bikes must be locked and placed perpendicular to the bike rack 
to allow space for other bicycles. Students should wear helmets. Please 
remember to walk your bike on school property.  
 
Scooters, rollerblades (including roller shoes), skates and skateboards may not be used on school 
property and may be confiscated. 
 
Cyclists and motorists, sharing the road: For those who want to ride their bicycles on the road, it’s 
good to be reminded of the rules of the road. Bicyclists are legal vehicles on the road and have all 
the rights and responsibilities of motorists. They should observe traffic signs and traffic laws, 
signal turns, ride with the traffic and ride in a straight line, except when making turns.    
 
Bicyclists fare best when they act and are treated like motorists. That’s because road safety for 
everyone depends on all vehicles, cars and bikes, behaving predictably, obeying traffic laws and 
sharing the road.  
 
Typical traffic no-nos for bicyclists are: riding against the traffic instead of with the traffic, failure 
to observe red lights and stop signs, blocking traffic on a busy road by not riding in a single file 
with other cyclists, failure to use hand signals when turning or slowing, no headlights, taillights or 
reflectors for night riding and riding with earphones.  
 
Remember that one bicyclist’s bad behavior on the road affects the public’s opinion of all 
bicyclists. 
 
Typical motorists’ mistakes are: failure to pass bicyclists safely by giving them at least three feet 
of space, passing a bicyclist and then making an immediate right turn in front of the bicyclist, 
failure to yield when making a left turn in front of an oncoming bicyclist, opening a car door into 
a bicyclist’s path, failure to scan for bicyclists at intersections and crosswalks, parking in bike 
lanes and speeding. 
 

Written by Dean Schott, League of Illinois  
Bicyclists outreach director.  To learn more  
about safe bicycling, visit www.bikelib.org. 
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Thank you Fun Fair volunteers!  
Fun was in abundance at the Fun Fair in March. The Cake Walk 
was hopping all night, kids worked off their extra energy in the 
obstacle course and many found success with the games. Face 
Painting by Lincoln Alumni was a popular addition to the Fun 
Fair this year.  

 
The evening would not have been possible without the efforts of many volunteers. A huge 
thank you goes out to Stacy Sarley, who managed the concession stand all night and Ruth 
Valentine, Rita Brosnan and Susan Ruth Rodriguez for keeping the music flowing and the 
treats moving at the Cake Walk.   
 
In addition, special appreciation goes out to the night custodial staff who had to stay late 
into the night.  
 
We are so grateful for the parents and Lincoln alumni who worked a shift or two that 
night, several even stepped up that night to work extra shifts: Laura and Frank Grabowski, 
Jackie Setterdahl, Ted Vineski, John, Megan and Lauren Glavin, Marty Morawski, 
Maureen Winans, Carrie and Jim Skelton, Edie Campo, Lisa Tylke, Mary Morgan, Karen 
Lilly, Erin Prestage, Olivia Zienty, Alexia Tillman, Abby, Alexandra Levin, Taylor 
Langtry, Tim Young, Bill Enright, Anna Kuhn, Samantha Carlin, Drew Carlson, Julie 
Dahl, Angela Rozak, Catherine Voigt, Amy Schilling, Sean Dedmond, Jenifer, Rob and 
Bailey Bystry, Melissa Erickson, Jack Barker, Mark Healy, Isabella Zorilla, Martha Stone, 
Eleni Mihalopoulos, Wynne Prickett, Joe Cardona, Kim Darlin, Lia Chavez Batty, Sara 
Provost, Julie and Bob Corke, Tessa Fate, Sean Kelly, Hannah Nufer, Lorie Diletti, Sophie 
Benninghoff, Maria Syracuse, Karen and Erik Evans, Neil Kelly, Jenna Parker, Kristen 
Massey, Gary Mak and Taylor Welch.   
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Fun Fair to make this a successful fundraiser for 
the PTA. 
 
Cindy Glavin and Cherri Morawski 
Fun Fair co-chairs 
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Bravo ladies!  
Thanks to these fabulous Lincoln Moms for supplying yet another 
amazing lunch for our teachers. Everything was delicious! 
  
Thanks to Lora Bak, Shelly Carlin, Melissa Erickson, Ramona Filippelli, 
Susie Halford, Julie Johnston, Stacey Mih alopolous, Cherri Morowski,  
Janet Morris, Kim Prickett, Cheryl Tecson, Kristen Trippel, Maureen 
Winans and Lisa Zorrilla. 
  

Your Teacher Appreciation chairs, 
Ann Martenson & Karen Evans 

 
 
 
 
 

Lincoln Log submissions 
 

This is the seventh issue of The Lincoln Log for the 2008-2009 school year. Submissions to the Lincoln 
Log are accepted via e-mail to Melissa Erickson at sejnost@gmail.com.   
 
Future deadlines are at 5 p.m. on Friday, May 22. The primary method of distribution for this Lincoln Log 
is via e-mail.  It is also posted on www.abelincolnpta.org/Documents.html, and on Ms. Cross' Principal's 
Corner at http://www.d41.org/schools/lincoln/principalscorner.htmhttp://www.d41.edu. 
  
Contact AbeLincolnPTA@gmail.com to: 1) request to be added or removed from the e-mail distribution 
list, or 2) request that a paper copy be sent home each month via backpack mail. 
 


